
Pre AP Physics  2017-18 

Mrs. Nicole McEnerney 

E-Mail:   nmcenerney@bellvilleisd.org 

Conference: 3
rd

 Period 10:00am-10:55am 

 
Welcome to PreAP Physics 1! 

I consider the PreAP program a very serious matter, and I expect you to be as serious about the work as I am.  It 

is designed and conducted as a rigorous preview course with special emphasis placed on those skills necessary 

for success in college, including note taking, reading, and understanding the college text.  It is important that 

you read the text assignment before coming to class. To encourage you to make this a priority, I will conduct 

unannounced quizzes.  With that said Physics is a fun hand-on science, and I want to encourage and assist you 

in excellence.   

Course Overview 

The PreAP Physics 1 course will meet for 55 minutes every day. Lab work is integral to the understanding of 

the concepts in this course.  This class will prepare you for AP Physics 1. 

 

The main content area are: 

 Electricity 

Kinematics – One and Two Dimensions   

Dynamics – Newton’s Laws 

Work, Energy, and Power 

 Impulse and Momentum 

Circular Motion and Rotation   

 Simple Harmonic Motion and Gravitation   

 Wave Motion 

 

Required Materials: 

•2in 3-ring binder      •Pencils   •10 Dividers   

•1 One Subject Notebook for Labs    

 

Suggested Materials: 

•Colored Pencils  •Erasers 

•Pencil Bag      •Highlighter    

•Graphing Calculator - Scientific calculator (There is a class set of TI-nspire calculators, but you will need a 

calculator for home and college.) 
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Grades 

Your six weeks grade will be determined from the following: 

 

Tests, Major Labs & 

Projects 

60% 

Quizzes & Minor Labs 30% 

Homework & Daily 10% 

Total 100% 

Labs  

Labs in this course are designed as discovery situations.  The goal is to take data in class, derive and equation(s) 

from the trends of that data and use that equation to work problems involving physical situations that we 

couldn’t or wouldn’t want to handle in the lab. Labs are the meat of this course and in my humble opinion the 

very best part!!! 

While we will not be working with lots of liquid chemicals as you may have done in chemistry, you should still 

be aware that a laboratory requires special caution in its use.  There are some hazardous chemicals around (e.g. 

the photographic chemicals used to study motion and for laser holography experiments), and they will be 

labeled.  In any case, don't mess with the stuff you find in the lab without specific instructions.  A conference 

with the student/parent and/or disciplinary action will result for any persistent problems. Your being in the lab is 

a privilege, and I will not hesitate to remove you from it if you do not show respect for the lab and for the 

equipment.  

 

You are required to agree to the safety rules and pass a safety test before the first lab.  On lab days, you will be 

expected to read through the lab procedures prior to starting as well as during the lab.  You will work in 

assigned lab groups on the labs; however, each student will be responsible for turning in an individual lab 

report.  Lab reports will be due at the end of the class period, unless otherwise instructed.  Questions from labs 

are likely to appear on tests and quizzes.  All labs completed in this class must be saved in a dedicated lab 

binder. Specific instructions will be provided.  

 

If a student is absent on a lab day, the experiment may need to be made up after school, by appointment 

w/teacher. Alternatively, sample data may be provided. Students will be provided with requirements and 

guidelines for lab assignments. Some requirements may vary from experiment to experiment, depending on the 

specific objectives and goals of each lab.  

Tests  

There will be a test at the end of each unit.  Studying notes, reviewing homework, quizzes, and labs, as well as 

completing the review sheet AND studying it are necessary to do well on tests.  Students who miss a test or 

quiz must arrange a makeup time with the teacher as quickly as possible.  

Homework 

Homework in this course will be directed in several different ways. There will be problem handouts and online 

problems.  Specific instructions for using those systems will be provided. NO LATE HOMEWORK 

ASSIGNMENTS ARE ACCEPTED. 
 

Make-up Work  

It is your responsibility to find out what you missed when absent from class by asking your teacher. 

You will be allowed the same number of days to make up work as the number of days absent.  You and your 

teacher will mutually agree on a reasonable time within a week if there are no extenuating circumstances.  This 

applies to all grades taken.  Students who will be absent do to athletics, FFA, and other extracurricular activities 

must get their work from me BEFORE the scheduled event in which they are participating.  Be aware that some 



students are involved in activities that require them to be absent quite often.  Unfortunately this usually impacts 

their grade in a negative manner.  Missing multiple lectures and labs puts you at a disadvantage and requires 

extra time and effort on your part.  Class time will not be taken to catch a student up on what they missed.  The 

student should plan to attend tutorials (preferably BEFORE the absence) so that they may receive extra 

instruction.  The test grade over the same material will be put in the grade book in its place.  

 

Cell Phones 

 We will use cell phones frequently in class.  Any use of cell phones outside of the permitted use 

will cause you to have the phone confiscated and turned in to the office.  I will use Remind to 

help you in your studies, please sign up at https://www.rmd.at/ff4b9f  or text @ff4b9f to 81010.   

 

On test days you will turn in your cell phone for the duration of the test and pick it up 

when you leave. 
 

 

“Success is the Maximum utilization of the ability that you have.” 

-Zig Ziglar 
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Please sign and return this sheet NO LATER than Friday, August 26, 2016: 

Please keep the syllabus in your binder to consult as needed. 
 

 

I have read and understand the “PreAP Physics Syllabus.” I agree to comply with the policies 

and procedures outlined in this document.  

 

Student Signature:  ____________________     Date: ____________ 

 

Parent/Guardian  

    Signature:   _____________________  Date: ____________ 

 

 

Please fill out the following information about your student and you to help me 

learn more about who I am teaching. 

 

Print Parent’s/Guardian’s Names: ___________________________________ 

               

 ___________________________________ 

 

Parent’s Home/Cell Phone: ________________________________________ 

 

Parent’s Email: __________________________________________________ 

 

Preference for Contacting Parent (Please Circle): Email or Phone  

 

Student’s Phone: ________________________________________________ 

 

Student’s Email: _________________________________________________ 

 

 

Comments or Questions: 

 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 



Physics Laboratory Safety Rules 
 

● The Physics laboratory is to be used for serious work. 

● Do not perform unauthorized experiments in the lab.  Always obtain your 

instructor's permission. 

● Use the safety equipment provided for you. Know the location of the fire 

extinguisher, safety shower, fire blanket, and first aid kit. 

● Report any accident, injury, or incorrect procedure to your instructor 

immediately. 

● Electricity and Electronics Safety: 

● Electricity can Kill!  If you want to be around long enough to enjoy 

experimenting with electronics, always treat electricity with the respect it 

deserves. 

● Capacitors can store a charge for a considerable time after the power to them 

has been switched off.  This charge can be dangerous! A large electrolytic 

capacitor charges to only 5 or 10 volts can melt the tip of a screwdriver 

placed across its terminals.  High voltage capacitors like those used in 

television sets and photoflash units can store a lethal charge! Never touch the 

leads of such a capacitor.  At the very least, the jolt can throw you across the 

room!  

● Soldering precautions:  

● A hot soldering iron can burn a finger or even start a fire. Use Care! 

● Unplug the iron when you're not using it. 

● Be sure the power cord is not where you can trip over it. 

● LASER Safety: 

● Students should not look into the laser or stare at bright mirror-like 

reflections of the laser beam. 

● Take off any jewelry or watches that might reflect the beam. 

● If a beam must travel a long distance keep it close to the ground or overhead 

so that it does not cross walkways at eye level. 

● Always plug the laser into a grounded outlet. 
 

 


